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THE CROSS OF CHRIST 

John 12 v 32 – Jesus prophesying about His death on the cross: And I, when I am lifted 

up from the earth, will draw all people to myself…. 

• Trust that this message of the cross will draw you to Jesus today. 

1 Corinthians 2 v 2 – Paul’s core theme: …. For I resolved to know nothing while I was with 

you except Jesus Christ and Him crucified.  

• It is all about Jesus (Who He is, What He came to do) 

Isaiah 53 

• Prophecy concerning the crucifixion of Jesus 

• Use as backbone to reveal the Gospel of Christ, Message of the Cross 

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 

WHO HAS BELIEVED OUR MESSAGE 
 
Isaiah 53 v 1:  
Who has believed our message 
    and to whom has the arm of the LORD been revealed? 
 

• Not many will believe. Therefore, the saving power of God was not revealed to 
many. 
 

1 Cor 1 v 18: For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to 

us who are being saved it is the power of God. 19 For it is written: 

“I will destroy the wisdom of the wise; the intelligence of the intelligent I will frustrate.”  

20 Where is the wise person? Where is the teacher of the law? Where is the philosopher of 
this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? 21 For since in the wisdom of 
God the world through its wisdom did not know him, God was pleased through the 
foolishness of what was preached to save those who believe. 22 Jews demand signs and 
Greeks look for wisdom, 23 but we preach Christ crucified: a stumbling block to Jews and 
foolishness to Gentiles, 24 but to those whom God has called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ 
the power of God and the wisdom of God. 25 For the foolishness of God is wiser than 
human wisdom, and the weakness of God is stronger than human strength. 

3 Responses – message of the cross:  

• Believe – Power of God to save 

• Opposition – Stumbling block – it doesn’t fit believes. 

• Dismiss – foolishness - see it as nonsense 

Jesus on the cross 

• Plan of God (wisdom) John 3 v 16: For God so loved the world, that He gave… 
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• Power of God that saves us – for all that believe. 

What is your response today? Will you believe the report? Will you believe this message? 
 
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 

Isaiah 53 v 2:  
2 He grew up before him like a tender shoot, 

    and like a root out of dry ground. 

• Jesus had humble beginnings on earth (Christmas story) 

• Born in manger, parents were peasants, poor, carpenter - worked with hands, 

disciples where fisherman, mixed with the tax collectors, prostitutes and sinners. 

• Grew up before God 

Luke 2 v 40: And the child grew and became strong; he was filled with wisdom, and the 

grace of God was on him. 

Luke 2 v 52: And Jesus grew in wisdom and stature, and in favor with God and man. 

He had no beauty or majesty to attract us to him, 

    nothing in his appearance that we should desire him. 

• Nothing in appearance to attract people to Him.  

Isaiah 53 v 3: 

3 He was despised and rejected by mankind, 

    a man of suffering, and familiar with pain. 

Like one from whom people hide their faces 

    he was despised, and we held him in low esteem. 

 
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 

 
JESUS HAD NO SIN 

 

Isaiah 53 v 4: 
4 Surely he took up our pain 
    and bore our suffering, 
yet we considered him punished by God, 
    stricken by him, and afflicted. 
 

• When He was on the cross – people fought – God punished Him for His own sin. 
 

 
Hebrews 4 v 15: For we do not have a high priest who is unable to empathize with our 
weaknesses, but we have one who has been tempted in every way, just as we are—yet he 
did not sin. 
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John 8 v 46: Jesus asks the Pharisees, who knew the law: Which of you convicts Me of sin?   
 

2 Corinthians 5 v 21: God made Him (Jesus) who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in Him 

we might become the righteousness of God. 

 

• Jesus took our sin upon Himself 

 
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 

 

CRUCIFIED FOR OUR SIN 
 
Isaiah 53 v 5: 
5 But he was pierced for our transgressions, 
    he was crushed for our iniquities; 
the punishment that brought us peace was on him, 
    and by his wounds we are healed. 
 
Romans 5 v 6 - Christ in our place: You see, at just the right time, when we were still 

powerless, Christ died for the ungodly. 7 Very rarely will anyone die for a righteous person, 

though for a good person someone might possibly dare to die. 8 But God demonstrates his 

own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 

• In my place, while I was in sin, because of love. 

9 Since we have now been justified by his blood, how much more shall we be saved from 
God’s wrath through him! 10 For if, while we were God’s enemies, we were reconciled to 
him through the death of his Son, how much more, having been reconciled, shall we be 
saved through his life! 

• A divine exchange took place – Jesus died for our sin 

• Became a substitute for us.  

• He was the sacrifice for our sin 

• He satisfied the law through His death 

1 Peter 2 v 24: “He himself bore our sins” in his body on the cross, so that we might die to 

sins and live for righteousness; “by his wounds you have been healed.” 25 For “you were like 

sheep going astray,” but now you have returned to the Shepherd and Overseer of your 

souls. 

 

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 

 
ALL: including ME & YOU 

 
Isaiah 53 v 6: 
6 We all, like sheep, have gone astray, 
    each of us has turned to our own way; 
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and the LORD has laid on him 
    the iniquity of us all. 
 
Romans 3 v 23: …for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 24 and all are 
justified freely by his grace through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus. 25 God 
presented Christ as a sacrifice of atonement, through the shedding of his blood—to be 
received by faith. He did this to demonstrate his righteousness,.... 
 
Colossians 2 v 14: And you, being dead in your trespasses and the uncircumcision of your 
flesh, He has made alive together with Him, having forgiven you all trespasses, 14 having 
wiped out the handwriting of requirements that was against us, which was contrary to us. 
And He has taken it out of the way, having nailed it to the cross. 15 Having 
disarmed principalities and powers, He made a public spectacle of them, triumphing over 
them in it. 
 
1 Peter 1 v 18:  For you know that it was not with perishable things such as silver or gold 
that you were redeemed from the empty way of life handed down to you from your 
ancestors, 19 but with the precious blood of Christ, a lamb without blemish or defect.  
 
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 

 
PREACH JESUS 

 
Isaiah 53 v 7, 8 
7 He was oppressed and afflicted, 
    yet he did not open his mouth; 
he was led like a lamb to the slaughter, 
    and as a sheep before its shearers is silent, 
    so he did not open his mouth. 
8 By oppression and judgment he was taken away. 
    Yet who of his generation protested? 
For he was cut off from the land of the living; 
    for the transgression of my people he was punished 
 
Acts 8 – Ethiopian eunuch traveling from Jerusalem to Gaza. Phillip meets him on the way. 

reading this scripture. Phillip asks “Do you understand what you are reading?”.  

“How can I,” he said, “unless someone explains it to me?” So he invited Philip to come up 

and sit with him. 

Acts 8 v 35: Then Philip began with that very passage of Scripture and told him the good 

news about Jesus. 36 As they travelled along the road, they came to some water and the 

eunuch said, “Look, here is water. What can stand in the way of my being baptized? 

• He became a disciple of Jesus, and was baptised (reading Isaiah 53) 

• Can we explain the Gospel of Jesus as clearly as this? 

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 
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Isaiah 53 v 9:  
9 He was assigned a grave with the wicked, 
    and with the rich in his death, 
though he had done no violence, 
    nor was any deceit in his mouth. 
 

• Wanted to bury him with sinners, but instead – New tomb, Joseph of Arimathea          

(3 DAYS!      ) 
 
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 

 
GOD’S WILL 

 
Isaiah 53 v 10 
 
10 Yet it was the LORD’s will to crush him and cause him to suffer, 
    and though the LORD makes his life an offering for sin, 
he will see his offspring and prolong his days, 
    and the will of the LORD will prosper in his hand. 
 

• Jesus’ crucifixion was God’s will 
 
Hebrews 10 v 5: 5 Therefore, when Christ came into the world, he said: 

“Sacrifice and offering you did not desire, but a body you prepared for me; 6 with burnt 
offerings and sin offerings you were not pleased. 7 Then I said, ‘Here I am—it is written 
about me in the scroll— I have come to do your will, my God.’”  

8 First he said, “Sacrifices and offerings, burnt offerings and sin offerings you did not desire, 
nor were you pleased with them”—though they were offered in accordance with the 
law. 9 Then he said, “Here I am, I have come to do your will.” He sets aside the first to 
establish the second. 10 And by that will, we have been made holy through the sacrifice of 
the body of Jesus Christ once for all. 

• Jesus came to do God’s will 

• Father God’s will = That you be saved & be holy 

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 

 
REVELATION OF, AND FAITH IN JESUS, SAVES 

 
Isaiah 53 v 11 
11 After he has suffered, 
    he will see the light of life and be satisfied ; 
by His knowledge my righteous servant will justify many, 
    and he will bear their iniquities. 
 

• Revelation & knowledge of Jesus (as Savior & Lord) saves us 
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John 3 v 36: He who believes in the Son has everlasting life……  

John 6 v 47: Most assuredly, I say to you, he who believes in Me has everlasting life. 

Acts 16 v 31 – Philippian jailor ask Paul & Silas: “Sirs, what must I do to be saved?” 31 So they 
said, “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and you will be saved, you and your household.” 

Romans 10 v 9, 13: ….that if you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe in your 
heart that God has raised Him from the dead, you will be saved……13 For “whoever calls on 
the name of the LORD shall be saved.” 

John 17 v 3 – Jesus prays: 3 Now this is eternal life: that they know you, the only true God, 
and Jesus Christ, whom you have sent. 
 
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 

 
JESUS EXALTED BECAUSE OF THE CROSS 

 
Isaiah 53 v 12 
12 Therefore I will give him a portion among the great,  
    and he will divide the spoils with the strong,  
because he poured out his life unto death, 
    and was numbered with the transgressors. 
For he bore the sin of many, 
    and made intercession for the transgressors. 
 

• Because of the Cross, Jesus was exalted and honoured 
 
Hebrews 12 v 2: …fixing our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of faith. For the joy set 
before him He endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the 
throne of God.  
 
Ephesians 2 v 6: Christ Jesus, 6 who, being in the form of God, did not consider it robbery to 
be equal with God, 7 but made Himself of no reputation, taking the form of a 
bondservant, and coming in the likeness of men. 8 And being found in appearance as a man, 
He humbled Himself and became obedient to the point of death, even the death of the 
cross. 9 Therefore God also has highly exalted Him and given Him the name which is above 
every name, 10 that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of those in heaven, and of 
those on earth, and of those under the earth, 11 and that every tongue should confess that 
Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 
 
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 
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OUR RESPONSE TO THE CROSS 
 

2 Corinthians 5 v 14: For Christ’s love compels us, because we are convinced that one died 

for all, and therefore all died. 15 And he died for all, that those who live should no longer 

live for themselves but for him who died for them and was raised again. 

• We live for Christ 

16 So from now on we regard no one from a worldly point of view. Though we once regarded 
Christ in this way, we do so no longer. 17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new 
creation has come: The old has gone, the new is here!  

• We live as new creations 

1 Peter 2 v 24: “He himself bore our sins” in his body on the cross, so that we might die to 
sins and live for righteousness;……… 
 

• We live for Righteousness 
 
Galatians 2 v 20: I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in 
me. The life I now live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave 
himself for me. 
 

• We live by Faith in Jesus 
 

Luke 9:23-24: Then he said to them all: “Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny 

themselves and take up their cross daily and follow me.  

• We follow Him 

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 

 

COMMUNION: 1 Corinthians 11 v 23 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%209:23-24&version=NIV

