
Enduring Faith (Keeping Faith, continuing in Faith)  

Habakkuk Chapter 1 & 2 - summary 

• Year: 600 BC - Jehoiakim = King of Judah (Bad King - worldly, selfish, did not follow God) 

• City of Jerusalem - ungodly = Injustice, Immorality, lawlessness, oppression, bribery, fear, corruption, 
violence 
 

• Habakkuk - saw this - asked God: How long will You look on? why don’t You do something?  

• God answered: I am busy doing something, but you have missed it. 

• Habakkuk asked: What are You doing? What have I missed? 
 

• God answered: I am raising up the Babylonians – I will use them to punish Jerusalem. 
 

• Babylonians was a cruel nation 

• Scorched earth policy – conquered nations by killing every living thing in it (men, women, children, 
animals, even all the trees and plants). They left nothing alive. 
 

• Habakkuk: that is too much! If Babylon come Jerusalem would be completely destroyed.                     
There is still some good, righteous people in it! Babylon will kill the righteous people with the wicked. 

Habakkuk 2 v 2: Then the LORD answered me and said: 

“Write the vision 
And make it plain on tablets, 
That he may run who reads it. 
3 For the vision is yet for an appointed time; 
But at the end it will speak, and it will not lie. 
Though it tarries, wait for it; 
Because it will surely come, 
It will not tarry. 

4 “Behold the proud, 
His soul is not upright in him; 
But the just shall live by his faith. 

• The righteous will not die with the wicked, they will survive – if they remain faithful to Him. 

• When the Babylonians come – they will survive by keeping faith in God – He will save them. 

Habakkuk 2 v 4: in context - Meaning 

• The just [justified by faith] shall live [survive, escape the wrath of God] by faith [faithfulness, keeping 
faith] when God’s wrath is poured out on the earth. 

• NLT translation: “But the righteous will live by their faithfulness to God” 
 

• Found 3 times in the NT 

• THE JUST = Romans 1 v 17 

• SHALL LIVE = Hebrews 10 v 38  

• BY FAITH = Galatians 3 v 11 

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 

 



1ST REFERENCE (Habakkuk 2 v 4) - NT: Romans 1 v 17 

Romans 1 v 16 – Paul: …For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it is the power of God to salvation 

for everyone who believes, for the Jew first and also for the Greek. 17 For in it the righteousness of God is 

revealed from faith to faith; as it is written, “The just shall live by faith.” 18 For the wrath of God is revealed 

from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men… 

GOSPEL MESSAGE 

• Power of God that saves all who believe – GOES ON BELIEVING 

• Reveals the righteousness of God, from… 

FROM FAITH TO FAITH 

• Having faith from -  beginning to end, start to finish 

• SALVATION & RIGHTEOUSNESS  - begins with faith & ends with faith 

• Faith that holds on, whatever happens. 

Then Paul quotes God’s words to Habakkuk: “THE JUST SHALL LIVE BY FAITH.” 

• Keeping Faith saves us – those who keep faith in the Lord will be saved 

• Cannot believe in Jesus unless you keep on believing in Him. 

• Once is not faith – keeping faith (faithfulness) - whatever happens. 

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 

2ND REFERENCE (Habakkuk 2 v 4) – NT: Galatians 3 v 11 

Galatians 3 – context - Justification by Faith 

• Paul rebukes The Galatians: for starting in Faith, then returning to the law and trying to earn their 
salvation by works 

• The law cannot save us, only through faith can we be saved. 

Galatians 3 v 11: ….but that no one is justified by the law in the sight of God is evident, for “the just shall live 

by faith”. 

• Only through Faith can we be saved, not by works 

Galatians 2 v 16: Paul rebukes Peter: ….a man is not justified by the works of the law but by faith in Jesus 

Christ, even we have believed in Christ Jesus, that we might be justified by faith in Christ and not by the works 
of the law; for by the works of the law no flesh shall be justified. 

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 

3RD REFERENCE (Habakkuk 2 v 4) – NT: Hebrews 10 v 38 

Hebrews 10 – context 

• explains how Jesus became the perfect sacrifice for our sins 

• We are declared free from guilt, shame and condemnation. 

• He is seated in Heaven 

• He established a new covenant for us. 



Hebrews 10 v 23:  Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for He who 

promised is faithful. 24 And let us consider one another in order to stir up love and good works, 25 not forsaking 
the assembling of ourselves together, as is the manner of some, but exhorting one another, and so much the 
more as you see the Day approaching. 

• Nothing must turn us from the confession (faith) that out only hope is in Christ. 

• We should encourage each other:  stay the course, to love, have faith in Jesus 

• Especially as we see that His coming is near 

Hebrews 10 v 35: ….do not cast away your confidence, which has great reward. 36 For you have need of 

endurance, so that after you have done the will of God, you may receive the promise: 

• Don’t throw away your Hope, faith, trust now, it has great reward 

• Endurance = keep on having faith 

• We will receive our promised reward 

Hebrews 10 v 37 – Quotes Habakkuk: 

37 “For yet a little while, 
And He who is coming will come and will not tarry. 
38 Now the just shall live by faith; 
But if anyone draws back, 
My soul has no pleasure in him.” 

• Displeases God - if we turn from our faith 

Hebrews 10 v 39: But we are not of those who draw back to perdition, but of those who believe to the saving 

of the soul. 

• We are not like that, we are True disciples of Jesus, follow Him until the end 

• Steadfast in trusting Him – until the day of our Salvation. 

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 

WHAT IS FAITH? – HEBREWS 11 

Hebrews 11 v 1 – description of faith: Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of 

things not seen.  

• Makes the things hoped for real, as though we have it already 

• Provides evidence that the unseen things are certain and real. 

Hebrews 1 v 6:  But without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must believe that 

He is, and that He is a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him. 

• Must believe that God exists 

• Rewards those who diligently seek Him 

Hebrews 11 - Lists heroes of the faith (Abraham, Noah, Moses, Isaac, Jacob, Joseph, lots of others) 

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 

 



THINGS THAT HINDER / SHIPWRECK OUR FAITH 

1) TRIALS & TRIBULATION 

1 Peter 1 v 6: ….though now for a little while you may have had to suffer grief in all kinds of trials. 7 These 

have come so that the proven genuineness of your faith—of greater worth than gold, which perishes even 
though refined by fire—may result in praise, glory and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed. 8 Though you have 
not seen him, you love him; and even though you do not see him now, you believe in him and are filled with an 
inexpressible and glorious joy, 9 for you are receiving the end result of your faith, the salvation of your souls. 

James 1 v 2: My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials, 3 knowing that the testing of your 

faith produces patience. 4 But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and complete, lacking 
nothing. 

James 1 v 12: Blessed is the man who endures temptation (testing); for when he has been approved, he will 

receive the crown of life which the Lord has promised to those who love Him.  

2) GREED & THE RICHES (MONEY) 

1 Timothy 6 v 6: But godliness with contentment is great gain. 7 For we brought nothing into the world, and 

we can take nothing out of it. 8 But if we have food and clothing, we will be content with that. 9 Those who 
want to get rich fall into temptation and a trap and into many foolish and harmful desires that plunge people 
into ruin and destruction. 10 For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil. Some people, eager for money, 
have wandered from the faith and pierced themselves with many griefs. 

Matthew 6 V 19: “Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moths and vermin destroy, and 

where thieves break in and steal. 20 But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where moths and vermin 
do not destroy, and where thieves do not break in and steal. 21 For where your treasure is, there your heart will 
be also. 

3) WORLDLY WISDOM & KNOWLEDGE 

1 Timothy 6 v 20: O Timothy! Guard what was committed to your trust, avoiding the profane and idle 

babblings and contradictions of what is falsely called knowledge— 21 by professing it some have strayed 
concerning the faith. 

2 Timothy 2 v 14 – Paul warns Timothy: ….against quarreling about words; it is of no value, and only ruins 

those who listen. 15 Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved, a worker who does not need to 
be ashamed and who correctly handles the word of truth. 16 Avoid godless chatter, because those who indulge 
in it will become more and more ungodly. 17 Their teaching will spread like gangrene. Among them are 
Hymenaeus and Philetus, 18 who have departed from the truth. 

2 Timothy 4 v 2: Preach the word! Be ready in season and out of season. Convince, rebuke, exhort, with all 

longsuffering and teaching. 3 For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine, but according 
to their own desires, because they have itching ears, they will heap up for themselves teachers; 4 and they will 
turn their ears away from the truth, and be turned aside to fables. 

Titus 3 v 9: But avoid foolish disputes, genealogies, contentions, and strivings about the law; for they are 

unprofitable and useless. 

 

 



4) FALSE TEACHING / DOCTRINE 

2 Corinthians 11 v 2: For I am jealous for you with godly jealousy. For I have betrothed you to one 

husband, that I may present you as a chaste virgin to Christ. 3 But I fear, lest somehow, as the serpent deceived 
Eve by his craftiness, so your minds may be corrupted from the simplicity that is in Christ. 4 For if he who 
comes preaches another Jesus whom we have not preached, or if you receive a different spirit which you have 
not received, or a different gospel which you have not accepted—you may well put up with it! 

Jude 1 v 3:  ….I found it necessary to write to you exhorting you to contend earnestly for the faith which was 

once for all delivered to the saints. 4 For certain men have crept in unnoticed, who long ago were marked out 
for this condemnation, ungodly men, who turn the grace of our God into lewdness and deny the only Lord God 
and our Lord Jesus Christ. 

2 Peter 2 v 1: But there were also false prophets among the people, even as there will be false teachers 

among you, who will secretly bring in destructive heresies, even denying the Lord who bought them, and bring 
on themselves swift destruction. 2 And many will follow their destructive ways, because of whom the way of 
truth will be blasphemed. 

5) AFFAIRS OF THIS LIFE 

Hebrews 12 v 1: Therefore we also, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside 

every weight, and the sin which so easily ensnares us…. 

• Things that hinder our progress – affairs of this live 

• Material possessions, friendship,  people, addictions, comfortable living, work, anything that distracts 
you from the race 

2 Timothy 2 v 3: You therefore must endure hardship as a good soldier of Jesus Christ. 4 No one engaged in 

warfare entangles himself with the affairs of this life, that he may please him who enlisted him as a soldier. 

6) SIN & UNBELIEF 

Hebrews 3 v 12: See to it, brothers and sisters, that none of you has a sinful, unbelieving heart that turns 

away from the living God. 13 But encourage one another daily, as long as it is called “Today,” so that none of 
you may be hardened by sin’s deceitfulness. 14 We have come to share in Christ, if indeed we hold our original 

conviction firmly to the very end.  

• All sin, especially unbelief 

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 

HOW DO WE DO IT? ENDURING FAITH? 

Hebrews 12 v 1: Therefore we also, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside 

every weight, and the sin which so easily ensnares us, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before 
us, 2 looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith, who for the joy that was set before Him endured 
the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. 

• Christian life = race that requires discipline and endurance 

RUN WITH ENDURANCE 

• Endure, keep on going 



• Trusting, having faith  

LOOKING UNTO JESUS 

• Eyes on Him  

• Like Peter, walking on the water. 

AUTHER & FINISHER 

• Pioneer, perfect example of faith 

• Jesus finished triumphantly 

• Endured the Cross 

• He looked at the Joy set before Him 

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 

Matthew 24 v 3 – 13 – Jesus speaking on the Signs of the times:  

Now as He sat on the Mount of Olives, the disciples came to Him privately, saying, “Tell us, when will these 

things be? And what will be the sign of Your coming, and of the end of the age?” 

4 And Jesus answered and said to them: “Take heed that no one deceives you. 5 For many will come in My 
name, saying, ‘I am the Christ,’ and will deceive many. 6 And you will hear of wars and rumors of wars. See that 
you are not troubled; for all these things must come to pass, but the end is not yet. 7 For nation will rise against 
nation, and kingdom against kingdom. And there will be famines, pestilences, and earthquakes in various 
places. 8 All these are the beginning of sorrows. 

9 “Then they will deliver you up to tribulation and kill you, and you will be hated by all nations for My name’s 
sake. 10 And then many will be offended, will betray one another, and will hate one another. 11 Then many false 
prophets will rise up and deceive many. 12 And because lawlessness will abound, the love of many will 
grow cold. 13 But he who endures to the end shall be saved. 

2 Timothy 4 v 7 - Paul: I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. 8 Finally, 

there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will give to me on that 
Day…. 

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 

 

 

 


