
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

05 July 

1. Have you been ridiculed, insulted or mocked for your faith? 
 
2. How did Nehemiah respond to the ridicule and mock of 

Sanballat and Tobiah? (He prayed to God – see verse 4). 
 
3. Why did Nehemiah respond this way? (He depended on God 

to fight the battle). 
 
4. According to verse 9, what did Nehemiah do after praying to 

God? (He set a watch against them day and night). 

5. What were the two challenges in verse 10 according to the tribe of 
Judah? (The strength of the laborers is failing, and too much rubbish). 
 
6. According to verse 11, what did the enemy plan to do to stop the 
work? (Then enemy planned to come into their midst and kill them). 
 
7. How did Nehemiah organize the defense? (He commanded them to 
bring out their armour swords, spears and bows – see 13). 
 
8. What plans did Nehemiah make to keep a ready defense? (They used 
trumpets to communicate; kept their clothes on all the time not to be caught 
unprepared. They were always ready to respond to the trumpet.). 

9. What can we learn from Nehemiah’s example in this chapter? 
1. Nehemiah responded to opposition by praying to God. 
2. Nehemiah encouraged the Jews to keep on working. 
3. Nehemiah reminded the Jews to fight for their families, etc. 
4. Nehemiah and the Jews were always ready to respond to the trumpet. 
 
- How do you respond in times of great opposition and ridicule? 
- Are you still laboring with the Lord or have you surrendered? 
- Remember we partner with the Lord, to fight for our brothers and 
sisters in prayer and obedience; preparing for that final trumpet blast 

SUMMARY: 
 
Read: Nehemiah 4:1 – 23; 
 

- The book of Nehemiah chapter 4: 

v.1 – 3; Sanballat and Tobiah ridicule the work of God. The nature of their 
discouraging attack is evident. They used a mocking, sarcastic tone and mocked the 
Jews…these feeble Jews… will they…will they…will they…even if a fox goes up on it, 
he will break down their stone wall. 
 
v.4 – 5; Nehemiah comes against the discouraging attack with prayer. Prayer was 
his first resource. When times of opposition come, God wants us to rely on Him and 
the purest way of expressing our reliance on God is through prayer. Nehemiah 
asked for God’s attention and mercy. He depended on God to fight the battle. 
 
v.6 – 8; The conspiracy to attack the work. Nehemiah’s prayer asked God to take 
care of his enemies, and God answered by taking care of His people. As the work 
progressed the enemies became more serious. 
 
v.9; The attack defended by prayer and watching. Nehemiah wouldn’t let the 
security of daylight or the sleepiness of night keep him from the work. This sent a 
powerful message: To the people of God saying, “We are committed.”  
To the enemies saying, “You will not succeed.” To God: “We trust in You.” 
 
v.10; The challenge from the inside was discouragement among the people because 
the work seemed too big. This mark the lowest point in those doing the work. 
 
v.11; The challenge from the outside was that the enemies plan a surprise attack. 
v.12; God allows the Jews to be warned about the coming attack. 
 
v.13 – 14; Nehemiah organizes the defence. He commanded them to bring out their 
armour (swords, spears and bows); it was time to get serious and ready to fight and 
he reminded them what they are fighting for. 
 
v.15 – The enemies shrink back. 
 
v.16 – 18; The sword and trowel. Some of the servants did the work of defending 
and some did the work of building. The workers had a sword at their side and a 
trowel in their hands to get the work done. 
 
v.19 – 23; Plans are made to keep a ready defence. The trumpets were a new way 
of communication there to meet the challenge. They kept their clothes on all the 
time because they did not want to be caught unprepared. They were always ready 
to respond to the blast of a trumpet. 

Write down what God is 
saying to you in today’s 

message: 

TOPIC: Nehemiah Chapter 4 


